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| nternational trade in 1999, focus
on second hal f

I nternational trade grew substantially in the second
hal f of 1999. There was hardly any growth in the
first half, so that Dutch trade abroad saw a nodest
rise for 1999 as a whol e.

The nost recent figures produced by Statistics Neth-
erl ands show that the value of inported goods went up
4% conpared to 1998, bringing the total to 388 bil-
lion guilders. The increase took place al nost en-
tirely in the second half of 1999 (+9% . There was
virtually zero growth in the first half of 1999.

The Net herl ands exported for nore than 414 billion
guil ders worth of goods in 1999, up 4% on 1998. Here
too gromh alnost entirely took place in the second
hal f of the year (+8% . The positive trade bal ance
canme out at nore than 26 billion guilders for 1999.

| nports and exports rising fast in Decenber

Statistics Netherlands publishes the Decenber 1999
figures and the figures for 1999 as a whole simulta-
neously. Both inports and exports showed spectacul ar
i ncreases. Decenber inports increased by 15%to al -

nmost 36 billion guilders. Exports saw a 14% i ncrease
to 38 billion. The increases are the largest in 18
nont hs.

| nports fromthe EU countries rose by 9%to 21 bil -
[ion guilders in Decenber. Exports to the EU coun-
tries went up 12%to alnost 30 billion guilders. Im
ports from non-EU countries went up by al nost a quar-
ter in Decenber: +24% Exports to non-EU countries

i kew se saw a dramatic increase: +20%

Positive trade balance: u 7 billion for EU in 1999

In 1999 The Netherlands inported 229 billion guilders
worth of goods fromthe EU. This constitutes a 2% i n-
crease on 1998. After a 1%drop in the first six

mont hs, the 6% i ncrease of the second half of the
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year made for a positive result for the year as a
whol e.

Dutch exports to the EU countries went up by 4%in
1999 to 324 billion guilders. Exports too show a re-
mar kabl e di fference between the first and the second
hal f of the year: showi ng +1% and +7% respectively.

There is a positive trade balance with the other EU
menber states for 1999 of alnobst 95 billion guilders.
This is 7 billion guilders nore than in 1998.

One striking fact with the inports fromthe EU coun-
tries is that trade with Ireland increased by 31%in
1999. The biggest drops in inports were with Portugal
(-119% and G eece (-12%.

In contrast the fastest rising export partners of
1999 were Portugal (+16% and G eece (+8%.

| nports fromnon-EU countries up substantially in
1999

Statistics Netherlands estimates the value of inports
fromcountries outside the European Union at 159 bil -
[ion guilders in 1999. This is up 8%on 1998. In the
first six nonths of 1999 inports increased by 2% on
the sanme period of 1998, in the second half there was
a 14%i ncrease.

Exports to non-EU countries in 1999 increased by 4%
to a value of 91 billion guilders. The increase took
place in the second half of the year (first half:
+0% second half: +99%.

The trade bal ance with the countries outside the EU
is negative for 1999: -68 billion guilders, op 8 bil-
lion on 1998.

Recovering trade with East Asia

Dutch trade with East Asia’s major trading partners
slowy recovered in the course of 1999 fromthe fi-
nancial crisis in the region. Exports to these coun-
tries increased by 13%in 1999 (1998. -17%. Inports
from East Asia saw a 6% increase in 1999 on 1998
(1998: +299% .

The main trading partners for the Netherlands in East
Asi a are: Japan, Taiwan, Hong Kong, South Korea, Sin-
gapore, China, Thailand, |ndonesia and Ml aysia. Al -
nost 15% of Dutch inports originates fromthese coun-
tries. Cars, conputers and conputer parts are the
mai n i nmports. Dutch exports to these trading partners
constitutes only 4% of total Dutch exports. Here too
conputer parts are key products.
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N. Phili ppens,

(045) 570 67 17.

| nports and exports totals/In- en uitvoer, totalen
1996- 1999

| nports/ Exports/ Tr ade

| nvoer Uit voer bal ance/

Handel s-
over schot

md gld
1996 308, 4 338, 8 30,5
1997 346, 9 377, 8 30,8
1998 371,7 398, 7 27,1
Januari 30,1 32,0 1,9
Febr uari 30, 2 32,4 2,3
Maar t 33,8 36,5 2,8
April 31,0 33,0 2,0
Mei 29,7 31,9 2,2
Juni 32,5 34,0 1,5
Jul i 30,3 33,1 2,8
August us 27,0 28,6 1,6
Sept enber 32,2 34,9 2,7
Ckt ober 32,2 34,8 2,7
Novenber 31,9 33,8 1,9
Decenber 30,9 33,6 2,7
1999* 388, 2 414,5 26,3
Januar i 28,7 31,4 2,7
Febr uari 29, 2 31,3 2,2
Maar t 34,3 37,5 3,2
April 31,2 33,0 1,8
Mei 30,7 32,1 1,4
Juni 33,2 35,4 2,2
Jul i 31,4 32,6 1,1
August us 29,8 31,2 1,5
Sept enber 34,8 37,0 2,3
Ckt ober * 33,7 36,5 2,8
Novenber * 35,9 38,1 2,2
Decenber * 35,5 38,4 2,9

| n- en uitvoer,

total en 1996- 1999

| nvoer U tvoer Handel s-
over schot
md euro
1996 139, 9 153, 8 13,8
1997 157, 4 171, 4 14,0
1998 168, 7 180, 9 12,3
Januari 13,6 14,5 0,9
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Februari 13,7 14, 7 1,0
Maar t 15,3 16,6 1,3
Apri | 14,1 15,0 0,9
Mei 13,5 14,5 1,0
Juni 14, 8 15,4 0,7
Juli 13,7 15,0 1,3
August us 12,3 13,0 0,7
Sept enber 14,6 15,8 1,2
Okt ober 14,6 15,8 1,2
Novenber 14,5 15,3 0,9
Decenber 14,0 15,3 1,2
1999+ 176, 1 188, 1 11,9
Januari 13,0 14, 2 1,2
Febr uari 13, 2 14, 2 1,0
Maar t 15,6 17,0 1,5
Apri | 14,1 15,0 0,8
Mei 13,9 14,6 0,7
Juni 15,0 16,1 1,0
Juli 14, 3 14, 8 0,5
August us 13,5 14,2 0,7
Sept enber 15,8 16, 8 1,0
Okt ober * 15,3 16, 6 1,3
Novenber * 16, 3 17,3 1,0
Decenber * 16, 1 17,4 1,3
* Preliminary figures/ Voorlopige cijfers Bron: CBS
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