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International trade reached new
record in November 1999
The value of foreign trade in goods rose to a new
record in November. The new trade figures from
Statistics Netherlands show that both imports and
exports of goods were higher than ever before; both
13% up on November 1998, imports at 36 billion
guilders, and exports as high 38 billion guilders.
For the first eleven months of 1999, the balance of
trade was just over 23 billion guilders.

Trade with the European Union continues to grow

The Netherlands imported 21 billion guilders worth of
goods from EU countries in November 1999, 9% more
than in November 1998. In October imports were 3%
higher than one year previously.
Exports to EU countries were 12% higher in November
at nearly 30 billion guilders. In October they too
were 3% up on October 1998. Exports to the United
Kingdom increased by as much as a quarter.
The balance of trade with EU countries for the first
eleven months of 1999 was nearly 86 billion guilders.

Spectacular growth in non-EU trade

In November 15 billion guilders worth of goods were
imported in the Netherlands from countries outside
the European Union, 18% more than in November 1998.
In October these imports were 8% up on the previous
year. The largest increase in import value was for
crude oil, but it was entirely accounted for by
higher prices.
Exports to non-EU countries rose by 16% in November
to just over 8 billion guilders. In October they were
up 9%. Exports to the United States increased by as
much as 36%.
The trade deficit with countries outside the EU for
the first eleven months of 1999 was 62 billion
guilders.
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