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One quarter of students drop out
wi t hout di pl ona

University students take an average of six years to
conplete their studies. Students in the nmedical dis-
ci plines graduate fastest, |aw students are sl owest.
The nunber of graduates after five years at univer-
sity is significantly higher than in the past. Wnen
who graduated in 1993/°94 to 1997/’ 98 needed an aver-
age four nonths less than their male peers. One quar-
ter of all students who start at university, drop out
wi t hout a di pl ona of higher educati on.

Large differences per discipline

Students who graduated in 1997/’ 98 had taken an aver-
age five years and ten nonths to do so, that is one
nont h | onger than those who graduated in 1995/’ 96 and
1996/ 97. There are |l arge differences between the

di sci plines. Students taking medical subjects took
five years and two nonths, while | aw students needed
a whol e year |onger. Wnen are faster than nen, wonen
who graduated in the period 1993/°94 to 1997/’ 98 took
four nmonths | ess than nmen graduating in this period.
In the humanities, this difference was even ten

nont hs.

Fi ve-year graduation rate up substantially

Thirty per cent of students who started at university
in 1991, 1992 and 1993 graduated within five years, a
significantly higher proportion than that of students
who started before 1991. This increase may be con-
nected with the restriction in the nunber of years
students can claima basic grant: this was reduced
fromsix to five years in 1991. It does not mnean
however, that nore students starting in 1991 or |ater
ultimately graduate. Six years after starting, 46% of
students who started university in 1991 had gradu-
ated. This is just slightly higher than in the years
before. The results after seven years are around
equal to those for students who started before 1991.
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One quarter of students drop out

Three quarters of students who started university in
1988 received a certificate of higher education: two-
thirds graduated fromuniversity, 7% froma voca-
tional college. Nearly one quarter of students
dropped out before graduating. For all the cohorts
included in the survey, the drop-out rate was hi ghest
anong first year students.

For further information, please contact K van der
Hei de, tel. +31 70 337 5333; e-mmil: khde@bs.nl.
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