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More offices to be built

For the first tinme ever, architects received nore
than 4 billion guilders worth of conmm ssions in 1998
to design office buildings. Just over three quarters
of this amobunt was conmm ssioned by conpanies in the
busi ness services sector, according to Statistics
Net her | ands. Most noney was spent on buil ding plans
for the province Noord-Holl and.

Most buil ding plans for business services

Architects received conmm ssions to design office

buil dings worth 4.4 billion guilders in 1998, 19%
nore than in 1997 and even twi ce as nuch as in 1996.
The increase in planned office space is a consequence
of the increased activities in the business services
sector. In 1996 the anobunt comm ssioned by this sec-
tor was 1 billion guilders, in 1997 2 .5 billion

guil ders and in 1998 as nmuch as 3.4 billion guilders.

Most buil di ngs pl anned i n Noord- Hol | and

Most of the office construction projects are planned
in the province of Noord-Holland: 26% of the total
amount (1.2 billion guilders). The fewest buildings
are planned for Zeeland, only 31 billion guilders
worth of office space.

Fewer construction permts granted

Architects are conm ssioned to design a building well
before an application is nmade for the required per-

m ssion. The figures show this: in 1998 nunicipali -
ties granted 2.8 billion worth of permts for office
bui | di ngs, 45% nore than in 1997. About two-thirds of
these are for offices for business services conpa-

ni es.

More work still to be started

The nunber of architects’ projects where work has yet
to be started increased from3.1 billion guilders at
the end of 1996 to 6.2 billion at the end of 1998.
Two provinces still had projects worth nore than a
billion guilders in the pipeline; Noord-Holland (1.6
billion guilders) and Zuid-Holland (1.3 billion
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gui l ders). The value of projects where work started
in 1998 was 2.3 billion guilders.

For further information, please contact G Fokké,
tel. (070) 337 42 99; e-mail: gfke@bs.nl.
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