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Unpacking patterns and 
consequences of childhood 

residential mobility

There is growing attention on how individual life chances are influenced 
by childhood experiences and the environments in which children are 
raised. Relocating during childhood is not only a stressful event in 
itself, it’s often compounded by the adjustment to a new environment. 
However, the various patterns of childhood residential mobility and 
their potential long-term consequences remain insufficiently explored.

This dissertation proposes a longitudinal and multidimensional 
framework to examine childhood residential mobility patterns, the 
neighbourhood context, and their impact on educational attainment in 
young adulthood. The analyses are based on comprehensive data from 
the population registers, tracking children born in the Netherlands 
and Sweden throughout childhood and into young adulthood. The 
findings show a diversity in childhood residential mobility patterns and 
interconnected changes in neighbourhood contexts, offering insights 
into how advantages and disadvantages accumulate over a child’s life 
course, potentially leading to long-term consequences.
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